
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Solving Some School Problems 

A PROBLEM which confronts every professional school is that 
of bridging the gap between the class-room and the workshop. 
How is the embryo lawyer, physician or designer to be brought 
into contact with conditions as they exist in the professional world 
which he will enter after graduation? A miniature court, office or 
factory may be set up in the school, but in these the procedure can 
only approximate real conditions. For these conditions vary in- 
finitely in the world or actual work; the varieties of professional 
experiences cannot be summed up and set before the student in any 
satisfactory manner. We must, as it were, bid the student jump from 
the dock and trust that he will reach the other shore. At best — we 
can but run out a pier of semi-practical work to lessen, as far as we 
may, the distance he will have to swim. Under certain conditions 
this can be made to extend so far that the student has but a little 
way to go before he stands upon his own feet. 

In the School of Industrial Art teaching begins with theory and 
ends with an approximation of conditions as they must be met in 
designing room and factory. In the Textile Department the student 
is given the opportunity of familiarizing himself with every type of 
loom (the majority of these costly machines having been given the 
institution by public-spirited manufacturers) — with all the processes 
of weaving, dyeing and finishing. At the close of the session the 
graduating class is taken on a tour through the principal textile 
centers of the country. 

In the Art Department the problem is more complicated. There 
the students are fitting themselves for professional work in many 
fields. They expect to become designers of wall-papers and printed 
textiles, of costumes and furniture ; makers of iron- work, pottery and 
jewelry; illustrators, modelers, interior decorators and teachers of 
drawing and design. Although all start with the same theoretical 
studies the work becomes more specialized in the successive years; 
the work of the final year is as practical as it can be made within 
the limits of a school. 

That these professional workers-to-be may learn as much as 
possible about the conditions which exist in their future spheres of 
activity the Principal has this year been able to carry out a long 
cherished plan. The new Secretary of the Corporation, Mr. Winslow, 
has enthusiastically thrown himself into the working out of the 
scheme; that of taking the classes on tours of inspection of manu- 
facturing plants. The response of the managers of these has been 
most gratifying. 

The classes in Interior Decoration and Furniture Design have 
visited the factories of the Lincoln Furniture Company, the Van 
Sciver Company and the Victor Talking Machine Company. In each 
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case the students were shown every step in the designing and making 
of furniture. Those who are hoping to enter the fields of illustration 
and advertising have recently visited the following plants: The 
Curtis Publishing Company, the A. M. Collins Manufacturing Com- 
pany, the Lanston Monotype Company and the Weeks Photo-Engrav- 
ing Company. Here, again, owners, managers and foreman took 
the utmost pains to give each visitor a thorough knowledge of the 
processes involved. Mr. Weeks, of the last named firm, had a half- 
tone plate made (of a drawing by one of the students), the class 
following every step from the photographing of the drawing to the 
printing of the plate. 

The ground was prepared for this last group of visits by a series 
of talks given at the School by Mr. James Francis Tobin, head of one 
of our best known advertising firms, who gave the class many prac- 
tical points on the problems which they will be called upon to solve. 
Other talks, bearing upon the illustrator's diversified problems, were 
given by Elizabeth Shippen Green (Mrs. Huger Elliott) and Mr. 
Oakley, the instructor of the class. The latter showed costumes col- 
lected in India, China and Japan, with a most interesting commentary 
on the life in those countries ; Mrs. Elliott gave an illustrated talk on 
the theory and practice of illustration. 

The classes in Design paid visits to the plant of Becker, Smith 
and Page, makers of wall paper, and to the Eddystone Print Works, 
producers of printed fabrics. The inspection of the last named was 
made particularly illuminating by a talk on the printing of textiles 
given the class by Mr. France, Director of the Textile Department, 
which preceded the visit. 

The courtesies shown us by the owners and managers of these 
companies has been deeply appreciated ; the thanks of the Corporation 
are hereby extended to them. 

The classes in Interior Decoration and Furniture Design have 
been given rare opportunities to inspect private houses that they 
might see what people of taste have done in the matter of furnishing 
and decorating their homes. Through Mr. Warwick, instructor in 
furniture design, arrangements were made to visit the homes of the 
following ladies: Mrs. Henry Brinton Coxe, Miss Ewing, Miss Hinch- 
man, Mrs. Walter Hinchman, Mrs. Thornton Oakley, the Countess 
of Santa Eulalia and Mrs. S. P. Wetherill. These visits were of very 
real value and our sincere thanks are extended to these ladies. 

Another unusual opportunity has been given us by Mr. Walter 
L. Phillips, Head Master of the Lansdowne High School. Through 
Mr. Hussey, head of the Teacher's Training Course, the advanced 
students of the course are on one day a week permitted to teach the 
pupils in the various grades of that School. The planning and direct- 
ing of this work has been of untold benefit to the members of the 
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class; while still under expert guidance they are permitted to do 
that which they must later do by themselves. 

These extra-mural activities are rounding out the experiences 
of the class room — by this means the gap between theory and practice 
is almost bridged. 

The students of the Costume Class were invited to join in the 
fashion show recently held at the Bellevue-Stratford, a booth having 
been placed at the disposal of the School by the management. This 
was decorated by the students of the class in Interior Decoration, 
under the direction of Mr. Copeland and in it fabrics designed and 
woven by the students of the Textile Department were displayed; 
the students of Costume Design wearing the dresses which they had 
designed and made under the direction of Mrs. Ralston, who has 
charge of the class. 

Three of the students of this class received prizes in the com- 
petition for "Good Taste in Dress for Young Girls" recently held 
under the auspices of the Art Center, New York. These were : Miss 
Mabel E. Johnson, who received two prizes — the designs having been 
executed by Hattie Carnegie and Giddings; Miss Anna V. Lawson 
and Miss Dorothy Linder — their designs having been executed by 
Molly O'Hara and Tappe. The dresses are presented to the designers 
at the close of the exhibition of the Art Center. Thus along still 
other lines practical problems are being solved. 

Among other prizes taken by students of the School are : Miss 
Emma Sloan, competition for a seal for the Public Education and 
Child Labor Association; Mr. Paul M. Swisher and Lloyd Nelson 
Grof e, first and second prizes for a poster for the automobile show ; 
Mr. Dominick Cammerot and Miss Grace Norcross, first and second 
prize for a poster for the Y. W. C. A. Mr. W. Singerly Smith designed 
and with the help of Messrs. Burger and Fetterman, executed scenery 
for the recent production of "The Doctor's Dilemma" at the Little 
Theatre. A number of the students in the class of Interior Decora- 
tion received mentions in the competitions held under the auspices of 
the Beaux Arts Institute, New York City. 

During the past months six exhibitions have been held in the 
School. These were: "Lithographs and Etchings," by Mr. Herbert 
Pullinger, President of the Sketch Club; a memorial exhibition of 
the work of J. Walter Taylor and exhibitions of the work of three 
of our instructors, Mr. Ralph McLellan, in charge of the life class ; 
Mr. Louise Milione, who is at the head of the course in Modeling and 
Mr. Thornton Oakley, head of the course in Illustration. There was 
held in the Assembly Hall an exhibition of designs for covers sub- 
mitted from all parts of the world in a competition held under the 
auspices of the Sunburst Paper Company. 

Besides the lectures by Mrs. Elliott and Mr. Oakley already 
mentioned, Miss Elma Schick, of the Interior Decoration Depart- 
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ment of Wanamaker's, gave a talk to the students of interior decora- 
tion. Mr. Oakley, at the time of the exhibition of his work, gave a 
talk on illustration. The thanks of the Corporation are hereby- 
extended to these for their great kindness. 

Miss Meehan, of the School staff, gave two talks before the 
Federation of Child Study, of New York, on "The Theory of Design 
and Color" and "The Teaching of Design." Mr. Warwick, also of 
the staff, gave a talk at the Philadelphia Sketch Club on "What Illus- 
trators Should Know About Furniture." Mr. Oakley gave, at the 
Art Alliance, the talk on "Costumes of India, China and Japan," 
which he had given at the School. 

Mr. Winslow spoke on the School and its problems at the meeting 
of the State Teachers' Association, at Harrisburg; the Metropolitan 
Art Association, at Philadelphia; at a meeting of the faculty of 
Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, and before the Industrial Art League, of 
New York City. 

Mr. Elliott during the winter gave the following talks : a brief 
address at the Art Center, New York; "Jewelry," the Arts and 
Crafts Guild; "The Use of a Museum," before a group at the resi- 
dence of the Misses Comegys; "The Minor Arts," Gillender Lecture 
Course, Metropolitan Museum, New York ; "The Museum as a Factor 
in Education," New Century Club; "The Use of the Museum," 
Parents' Meeting, Public Industrial Art School ; "The Value of Loan 
Collections," Pennsylvania Chapter of the Colonial Dames; "The 
Reasonable Point of View in Matters Artistic," Teachers' College, 
Columbia University, New York ; "Taste and Common Sense," Upper 
Darby High School ; "The Decorative Idea," the Art Alliance. 

H. E. 
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